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Solutions

Puzzle 382 – Scottish reels

1 Biggar

2 Coldstream

3 Falkirk

4 Oban

5 Partick

6 Peebles

7 Prestwick

8 Melrose

9 Motherwell

10 Tarbert

11 Kenmore

12 Callander

Puzzle 384 – Right-sized number
Fit all the numbers given below in the grid below:

10

15

21

22

43

61

71

72

74

119

123

595

762

764

814

921

1894

2184

3412

9134

25682

32128

42263

94248

212245

237189

291211

823113

Puzzle 383 – 1856 and all that
1856 James Keir Hardie born

1857 Queens Park created in Glasgow

1858 Bressay Lighthouse built in Shetland

1859 Assembly Hall of the Church of Scotland
built in Edinburgh

1860 Scotland hosts the first Open Golf
Championship

1861 Field Marshal Douglas Haig born

1862 Butt of Lewis Lighthouse built

1863 Café Royal built in Edinburgh

1864 James Clerk Maxwell presents equations
describing electromagnetic fields to the
Royal Society

1865 Last public execution in Scotland

1866 James Ramsay MacDonald born

1867 Queen’s Park Football Club formed

1868 Waverley Station opens in Edinburgh

1869 Edinburgh University becomes the first in
Britain to allow women to study medicine
(though not graduate)

1870 First rugby international played, between
Scotland and England

1871 Glasgow Botanic Garden created

1872 Greyfriars’ Bobby dies

1873 Explorer David Livingstone dies

1874 Foundation stone laid for Cathedral Church
of St Mary in Edinburgh

1875 Institute of Bankers in Scotland is formed

1876 Alexander Graham Bell patents the
telephone 

1877 Blantyre mining disaster

1878 Scotland beat Wales 9–0 at football

1879 Tay Bridge disaster claims 75 lives

1880 HM Prison Barlinnie built

1881 Sir Alexander Fleming born

1882 Crofters in Skye fight 50 policemen during a
dispute over land rights

1883 Royal Lyceum Theatre built in Edinburgh

1884 Edinburgh Suburban Railway opens

1885 Tennent Caledonian Brewery opens in
Glasgow

1886 Ailsa Craig lighthouse built

1887 Glenfiddich Distillery opens in Moray

1888 Celtic Football Club founded

1889 National Portrait Gallery for Scotland opens
in Edinburgh

1890 Forth Rail Bridge opens

1891 An Comunn Gàidhealach formally instituted
as a vehicle for the preservation and
development of the Gaelic language

1892 Royal Observatory of Edinburgh opens

1893 Keir Hardie founds the Independent Labour
Party

1894 Robert Louis Stevenson dies

1895 Electric light is installed in Edinburgh

1896 Glasgow Underground opens

1897 Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews
recognised as the governing body for the
rules of golf

The puzzles editor is pleased 

to receive ideas for puzzles from readers. 

Ideas or correspondence should be sent to: 

Rakhee Raja, puzzles editor, 

55a Moss Road, Pinner, 

Middlesex HA5 3AZ

email puzzles@the-actuary.org.uk

website www.the-actuary.org.uk

3



MARCH 2006 45www.the-actuary.org.uk

Solutions

PUZZLES

1898 People’s Palace opens in Glasgow

1899 Steamship Sir Walter Scott launched by
William Denny at Dumbarton

1900 Actor Alastair Sim born

1901 Lewis Grassic Gibbon (James Leslie Mitchell)
born

1902 Olympic gold medallist Eric Liddell born

1903 Pittodrie Stadium opens in Aberdeen

1904 Première of JM Barrie’s play Peter Pan in
London

1905 Scotland play the All Blacks for the first time

1906 Edinburgh College of Art established

1907 Architect Sir Basil Spence born

1908 Perth racecourse opens

1909 Sir Matt Busby born

1910 Molly Weir born

1911 RAF Leuchars opens in Fife

1912 La Scala cinema opens in Edinburgh

1913 RMS Aquitania is launched at Clydebank

1914 Usher Hall built in Edinburgh

1915 Gretna rail disaster claims 227 lives

1916 Bank of Scotland has its first female
employee

1917 Carbisdale Castle is built

1918 Andrew Carnegie dies

1919 German fleet scuttled at Scapa Flow 

1920 Scottish women’s football team plays in the
first women’s international

1921 First women jurors in Glasgow sheriff court

1922 Jock Stein born

1923 Bill McLaren born

1924 Rikki Fulton born

1925 Murrayfield Stadium opens in Edinburgh

1926 First public demonstration of television, by
John Logie Baird

1927 Edinburgh Zoo created

1928 Inaugural Bannockburn Day demonstration
by the National Party of Scotland in Stirling

1929 Playhouse Theatre built in Edinburgh

1930 Comedian Ronnie Corbett born

1931 Scottish Youth Hostel Association formed

1932 Museum of Edinburgh opens

1933 First regular air service in Scotland
established, from Inverness to Wick and
Orkney

1934 Scottish National Party is formed by the
amalgamation of the National Party of
Scotland and the Scottish Party

1935 Laurel and Hardy’s Bonnie Scotland is
released

1936 Oor Wullie ‘born’

1937 Politician Donald Dewar born

1938 Liner Queen Elizabeth launched in
Clydebank

1939 Jackie Stewart born

1940 A convoy of gold bullion worth £1,800m
sails from the River Clyde

1941 Hitler’s deputy Rudolf Hess parachutes from
a plane just south of Glasgow

1942 Billy Connolly born

1943 German Luftwaffe makes its only sustained
attack on Scotland during the Second World
War

1944 HMS Vanguard, Britain’s biggest and last
battleship, is launched at Clydebank

1945 First Scottish Nationalist MP is elected

1946 John Logie Baird dies

1947 First Edinburgh International Festival

1948 Kirkwall airport in Orkney opens

1949 Twelve girls die in a fire at Grafton’s fashion
store in Glasgow

1950 Scottish Nationalists steal the ‘Stone of
Destiny’ from Westminster Abbey

1951 Footballer Kenny Dalglish born

1952 John Cobb dies while making an attempt at
the world water-speed record on Loch Ness

1953 Tony Blair born

1954 Cairngorm National Nature Reserve
established

1955 Museum of Childhood opens in Edinburgh

1956 Tramcars stop running in Dundee and
Edinburgh

1957 Nine miners die in an explosion at Lindsay
Colliery in Fife

1958 Denis Law becomes the youngest footballer
to play for Scotland 

1959 Scotland’s first nuclear power station opens
at Chapelcross in Dumfriesshire

1960 Elvis Presley lands in Scotland for two hours

1961 USS Proteus arrives in the Holy Loch to set
up the Polaris nuclear submarine base

1962 Scottish Opera founded

1963 The last hanging in Scotland – 21-year-old
Henry Burnett is executed for the murder of
seaman Thomas Guyan

1964 Forth road bridge opens

1965 Racing circuit at Ingleston near Edinburgh
opens

1966 Heriot-Watt University established

1967 Celtic win the European Cup

1968 Motor racing champion Jim Clark dies in a
crash at Hockenheim

1969 Meadowbank Stadium opens in Edinburgh

1970 Kingston Bridge over the River Clyde in
Glasgow officially opens

1971 Ken Buchanan wins the world lightweight
boxing championship

1972 Rangers win the European Cup-Winners’
Cup

1973 SNP candidate Margo MacDonald overturns
a Labour majority of 16,000 to win the
Glasgow Govan by-election 

1974 Scottish National Party polls 839,628 votes
(30.44%) and wins 11 seats in Westminster
general election

1975 North sea oil first comes ashore

1976 David Steel becomes leader of the Liberal
Party

1977 Passenger terminal at Edinburgh Airport
(Turnhouse) opens

1978 Sullom Voe oil terminal opens in Shetland

1979 Scots vote in favour of devolution, but fail
to reach the required 40% of the population
in favour of implementing it

1980 Peterhead power station opens

1981 Royal Insurance Group’s headquarters
moves from Edinburgh to Glasgow

1982 Pope John Paul II visits Glasgow

1983 Aberdeen win the European Cup-Winners’
Cup 

1984 Thirteen people are killed when a train hits
a cow on the track near Falkirk and derails

1985 Freuchie wins the Village Cricket Cup at
Lord’s cricket ground

1986 Forty-five crew and oilrig workers die when
a Chinook helicopter crashes into the sea off
Sumburgh Head, Shetland

1987 Royal Bank of Scotland issues its Ilay series
of banknotes

1988 Lockerbie air disaster

1989 Conservative government introduces the
poll tax in Scotland

1990 Scotland achieves rugby’s grand slam for the
third time

1991 St Andrews Museum opens

1992 Traverse Theatre is built in Edinburgh

1993 Liberian-registered oil tanker Braer hits rocks
off the Shetland Islands

1994 Labour Party leader John Smith dies

1995 Isle of Arran Distillery opens

1996 Dolly the sheep is born

1997 Ken Doherty beats Stephen Hendry to
become world professional snooker
champion

1998 Scotland’s first Hard Rock Café opens in
Edinburgh

1999 A Scottish Parliament is reinstated 

2000 Pop star Madonna marries film producer
Guy Ritchie at Skibo Castle

2001 Glasgow Science Centre opens

2002 All-Scots women’s curling team wins gold at
the winter Olympics

2003 MTV Music Awards are held in Scotland for
the first time

2004 First female moderator of the Church of
Scotland formally appointed

2005 Politician Robin Cook dies


